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From ASCP Medication 
Management from the ALW Report  

Medication management in assisted living can be 
divided broadly into two issues.  

 

One issue is the challenge of accurate administration of 
medications to residents ñgiving the right medication 
to the right resident at the right time in the right 
dose and dosage form, with accurate documentation.  

 

The second challenge relates to the broader issue of 
prescribing and monitoring of medications ñ
preventing and identifying adverse drug reactions 
and other types of medication - related problems.  

 



From ASCP Medication 
Management from the ALW report  

In the assisted living environment, the following objectives should be achieved 
when a quality medication management program is in place:  

 

Å Residents are prescribed appropriate medications in an appropriate dose 

Å Residents are protected from harmful drug interactions and preventable 

adverse drug reactions  

Å Residents receive the correct medications in the right dose and dosage 

form at the right time, with the correct documentation  

Å Adverse drug reactions and medication errors are detected promptly and 

interventions are implemented to prevent harm to the resident  

Å The medication management program is continually reviewed and 

improved through the continuous quality improvement process of the  

residence  

 



From ASCP Medication 
Management from the ALW report  

Recommendations on a medication 
management program center around four  key 
elements that are integral to the effectiveness 
of the program:  

 

Å A structured medication use system 

Å Competent staff 

Å A continuous quality improvement process 

Å Accountability and oversight 

 



From ASCP Medication 
Management from the ALW report  

Should a nurse always be directly involved in medication 
administration, or can medicines be safely administered by 
trained personnel who are not nurses?  

 
From a safety perspective, most people would prefer to have a nurse  
administering medicines to residents. Yet, the practical barriers of  
high cost and a shortage of nurses would raise the cost of assisted  
living and/or reduce the availability. This would mean that assisted  
living would be an option only for a privileged few. As a result, we 
 embrace a model that permits administration of medications by  
trained non - licensed personnel , but with specific requirements and  
safeguards to minimize the potential for harm from medication errors.  

 


